




As a musician, you can:
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Donate old 
instruments to 
programs and 

schools that can 
use them. 

Volunteer some 
time in your 
local school.

Offer to help the 
educators you know 
explore what they 
can do with music 

in their classrooms: 
spend a few hours 

helping them 
develop a repertoire 
of songs and games 

they can use.

Consider 
work with 

groups that 
play at local 
libraries and 
parks where 
families can 

access free live 
performances.



As a cultural organization, presenter, 
or performance space, you can:
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Host events 
designed to 
serve entire 

families (from 
babies on up) so 

that everyone 
can come. 

Ensure there 
are take-aways: 

games and songs 
that families 

can learn, bring 
home, and keep 

enjoying. Make those events 
active, not passive. 

This means including 
conversation, 

movement, and sing or 
play-along moments. 

Explore how your 
organization might 

offer musical learning 
opportunities for 

adults who work with 
young children.



As a decision-maker (an early program director, a board 
member, a part of an agency that works with early 

childhood education), you can:
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Make time to 
observe music 
activities and 

classes: quality 
matters. Ask 
yourself: are 

they inventive, 
interactive, and 
engaging for all 

children? 

If you are not a 
musician and are still 
learning what makes 

for quality, ask a 
colleague or a friend 
to come with you and 
help you to observe.

Budget for books 
and recordings, 
as well as simple 
instruments (e.g., 
bells, woodblocks, 

etc.)

Visit other 
programs that 
feature the arts 
and music for 

young children 
and their families. 
Learn about what 

they do. Think 
about what you 

could “bring 
home.”

Offer musical 
learning 

opportunities for 
your staff. 

Advocate for 
music as a 

regular part of 
learning.
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